

















the privilege of meeting craftsmen and women who have
become masters, through having applied myself to try to
master the art and craft of gardening and writing, certain
truisms come through again and again: you have to apply
yourself, you have to commit, you have to be prepared to fail,
you have to give it time, you have to idenofy with a place.

Craft is not an abstract thing; it never is. Things have
names, and names have magic. That applies to knowing
plant names, to knowing people’s names, to knowing place
names. You have to allow the world in. You have to be a
membrane that’s porous. You have to allow knowledge in
as much as you go out to get it. You have to accept that
that knowledge might change. It might suddenly change
tomorrow, but you will be prepared to adapt to that. You
have to trust that even if you can’t do it now, vou will be
able to do it tomorrow if you apply vourself.

Those skills can be acquired, and we can share them and
pass them on to other people. That's powerful magic, and it
works. The older 1 get, the more I realise that actually you
can’t change the world much. You can just change it a little,
but if everybody changes it a little every day, then you get
things done. And if you do it with humility, then there’s even
more chance of changing the world.

The Beauty of Craft, edited by Sandy Brown and Maya Kumar
Mitchell, is available from the Resurgence shop:
www.resurgence.org/shop/books
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